Supportive Housing Tool Kit

What is the Supportive Housing Tool Kit?
The Supportive Housing tool kit was largely adopted from a tool kit developed by the Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH). Although there may be some slight differences in the CHS tool kit and our local tool kit the overarching goals, principals, and components are the same and can be found here. An important piece of the tool kit is an assessment that is to be completed with Permanent Housing (PSH-RRH) participants, ongoing, to assist them in achieving the highest levels of independence. By designing an assessment to be used by all PSH programs in the community we are creating more consistency in the way we identify and assist individual needs. Full instructions on how and when to complete the assessment will be provided in a separate document.
Why have a Supportive Housing Assessment?
A key component to the tool kit is to promote tenant success and mobility, empowering individuals to reach their full potential and achieve the highest level of self-sufficiency possible for that person. In addition, such a process increases the capacity of homeless systems to ensure that supportive housing is used to serve the most vulnerable individuals and families. 
Key Principles:
· Voluntary; participants are never required to exit PSH if they do not wish to do so
· Maximizing housing options 
· Promoting economic mobility and self-sufficiency
Key Service Components:	
· Independent Living-Skills training
· Wellness/Illness Self-Management
· Community Based Services
· Employment Supports
· Peer Supports






Screening and Assessment:
To best understand a person’s needs and to help drive service planning, screening and assessment is needed. The local assessment will include the following key areas to gain an accurate representation of the participant’s current situation and their capacity to move forward. While this is not an exhaustive list, the following will be included:
· Emotional independence (interest and confidence in moving on) 
· Financial Capacity (employment, income, savings, budgeting skills) 
· Housing history (housing tenure, rent arrears, past evictions, neighbor/landlord relationships) 
· Intensity of service use (need for on-site services) 
· Health/behavioral health (substance use, mental health, medication management, treatment engagement, mobility) 
· Connection to mainstream resources (rental supports if needed)
· Connection to family or other natural supports
· Community living skills (self-managing behavior; limit setting relating to drugs, etc.) 
· Activities of daily living skills (ability to get meals; keep apartment clean; follow lease)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Housing goals (location, size, affordability, live with family/friends) 

As in most communities, access to Permanent Housing (PH) is very limited. With the adoption of the Supportive Housing Assessment, we can help to increase a consistent measurement of community needs and assist individuals currently in PH on their path of recovery, growth, and independent. 
For more information, and to review CSH’s Tool Kit please visit:
https://www.csh.org/resources/csh-moving-on-toolkit/


