

Sojourner Home’s Mission to Continue with New Partner, YWCA of Rochester & Monroe County

Community and crisis assistance provider able to serve more families and extend services through the YWCA 

ROCHESTER, NY, July 8, 2020 -- Sojourner Home, an organization dedicated to serving the humanitarian needs of women and families, today announced it is in the final stages of exploring a partnership with the YWCA of Rochester & Monroe County. Under the proposal, YWCA will assume certain of Sojourners’ permanent housing programs and enhance YWCA’s current programs to carry on Sojourner’s legacy of providing intensive training and support as an essential element in helping women and families recover from trauma and rebuild their lives. In recognition of the trust Sojourner has placed in YWCA, YWCA plans to dedicate its emergency housing program for women and families as the “Sojourner House of Strength at the YWCA.”

“Sojourner Home has long been committed to serving families in crisis by providing support to create strength, structure, and stability,” said Shelby Stenson, Board Chair of Sojourner Home. “By realigning and partnering with the YWCA, which offers a full continuum of supportive housing programs, including residential substance abuse treatment, emergency shelter services and long-term housing, we will provide additional support services to Rochester families.”

“For nearly 140 years, the YWCA has served the needs of our community’s most vulnerable women and families, and our mission is very well aligned with that of Sojourner Home,” said Angela J. Panzarella, CEO of the YWCA of Rochester & Monroe County.  “Over the next several months, we hope to complete due diligence and secure any necessary board and regulatory approvals to assume operation of Sojourner’s permanent housing programs.  We are honored to continue the legacy of Sojourner Home and we look forward to being able to work together to care for and strengthen our community.” 

The partnership with the YWCA is a key element of a comprehensive plan by Sojourner Home to realign its resources and services to better serve the Rochester community.  Since 2009, Sojourner Home has been affiliated with PathStone Corporation, a not-for-profit community development and human service organization based in Rochester.  In 2016, PathStone brought Sojourner’s programs and services together with those of Wilson Commencement Park, which shared Sojourner’s mission of serving women and families in the Rochester community, under a new organization, Sojourner Home. Now that Sojourner Home is once again an independent organization, Wilson Commencement Park will continue to operate as an affiliate of PathStone. 

“We and the board of Sojourner Home looked at many options to make sure the services offered by Sojourner could be maintained and expanded,” noted Alex Castro, CEO of PathStone. “The YWCA was an obvious partner who could support these critical needs of women and children, and who could evolve the services offered as well.”

As part of its restructuring, Sojourner has discontinued the transitional housing program it offered at its facility at 30 Millbank St. in Rochester’s historic 19th Ward. “Changes in the needs of the community and in funding priorities led us to conclude that the program we offered at Millbank St. was no longer sustainable,” explained Stenson. “Key elements of that program, however, will continue under the stewardship of the YWCA and will benefit many more women and families in the community.”  Sojourner will be working with the city of Rochester and the 19th Ward Community Association to ensure that the property will continue to be an asset to the community. Proceeds from the sale of the property will be added to Sojourner’s endowment fund to enhance the programming offered at the YWCA. 

“This is a strong example of local nonprofits playing to their strengths and ensuring the mission is at the center of decision-making,” says Jaime Saunders, President and CEO of United Way of Greater Rochester, an organization that supports a broad network of human service organizations. “This partnership builds on the foundation of Sojourner and the services at the YWCA to serve women and children. United Way’s Synergy Fund is a key resource to support such thoughtful and strategic partnerships to improve efficiency and better serve their clients and our community.”

The Sojourner Fund for Women and Children

Sojourner Home has been fortunate to have an active endowment fund, including programs like the 2019 Gala for Strength that raised $70,000 to support the organization’s operations and services. Funding remains critical to ensuring business continuity, as federal, state and local funding for assistance programs remains under close scrutiny as budgets shrink during challenging economic times.  

Together with the YWCA, Sojourner Home will continue to keep donors informed and ask for continued support to help them offer a broad range of high-quality programming and services to the community. For more information and to donate to the organization, visit https://www.sojournerhome.org/.


About Sojourner Home
Sojourner Home has provided homeless women and children with housing, self-sufficiency skills, and education programs, including after school tutoring and performing arts classes for kids for over 40 years. During that time more than 2,700 families have been served making it one of the most impactful and longest running poverty interruption and women/children support programs in Rochester. Its mission and purpose are to give women and families the tools they need to recover from trauma and build stable, self-sufficient lives. 


About the YWCA of Rochester & Monroe County
The YWCA is a powerful resource in the Rochester community. The organization helps women and girls who are faced with personal crises, including experiencing homelessness and young adult pregnancy. It also works hard to dispel stereotypes and promote racial equity. For more information visit, www.ywcarochester.org.

About PathStone Corporation
PathStone is a not-for-profit community development and human services organization dedicated to eliminating poverty and strengthening families and individuals in the communities we have been serving since 1969. Low-income families and economically distressed communities throughout New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, Indiana, Virginia, Vermont, and Puerto Rico are the primary beneficiaries of services and resources. For more information please visit, https://PathStone.org/. 
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